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(57) ABSTRACT

A boat maneuvering system, including a first power source
having a first controller, a first operating device having a
second controller configured to receive a first operation
instruction and to output a first control signal for controlling
the first power source, a second power source provided
separately from the first power source, and a second oper-
ating device provided separately from the first operating
device for operating the first and second power sources. The
second operating device includes a third controller provided
on a communication path connecting the first and second
controllers, the third controller being configured to receive
the first control signal, generate a second control signal, and
output the second control signal to the first controller, and to
receive a second operation instruction via the second oper-
ating device, generate a third control signal, and output the
third control signal to the second power source.

27 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets




US 9,440,724 B2

Sheet 1 of 9

Sep. 13, 2016

U.S. Patent

FiG. 1

SIRGT EMBODIMENT

Y
o P \\\
P
A
‘r/-- tmrmead ...
~., .,
., !
~.. <
fc./. 5
.,
~,
-,
!.r..
o




US 9,440,724 B2

Sheet 2 of 9

Sep. 13, 2016

U.S. Patent

ZOMD e YAG =+ GATE 5
LOND 4 %A% o BAZL 53

io1ive
017 by W
& 2 w ” ” e 5 m
T e EE HRENGIEGEI e :
T, 4] : AL Bt L 27008 M
. . 4 RSV 5| | | RIOIVINEEY | oy e M
® sl < = I m pye x . FAY W
....... T e EEARG 4 ASe . M | g TIATIE T |
L [ PPN T = > g ) §+mmm.>w =
— A AT Lo o ] HOBMIS  H
PatacieslENTE = A : : ] 1 1 NOIISOd Yaadh
v1E % AP S ol SR o il av ™t Ca i a 5 m
D4 ANIONE 7 1lg 8LE -0 i +1 Sl £05 - :
103 3MON3 M 08 04 B MITIONINGO ZLOWIY

SHALSYHL GRY HDLLSADD 40 NOLLIGOY 390438

¢ ENA



US 9,440,724 B2

ZAMD e GAG S AL - ‘148
?QW&@. L mwm}rﬁ“«.&.wk ﬁ}Nw. 4 Wo@ mvmw - e .

HALENEHL

e b B e e A0 A0 B 5 00 6 R 4 5 GO bt e 0 e e S0 e e b e e e et bt A A Ay

AOFMOLLSADR  E08 4 )

=
‘{*};

HILSAEHL

\S««««««:«:::«::5::: »

i%arin,

W wﬁ:om&

T Wma:\

HOLOW .
DNRAALS

“ oy b
HOLIMS 3GOW

oLy 7
NOLS0d wmx.w

P
L

g

A HOBNES
NOLLISCd MO

ﬁmwm

o

<

H

H

H

H -
Y

H

2

H

b

H

ook

¥

H

3

3

B

0

Sheet 3 of 9

Sep. 13, 2016

U.S. Patent

mtmm

s
\

¥ UOGHIS

i1 % 5 * : !
NS o0k m,www&% T zigd £iNTO » NOLLISOd ¥ous|!
toe DR goss ; v eeenmanarara ¢
18 58 Smm\w& sisnaMy| | Cl(E0R, PR w
.- .......:....;..‘It!,.f(.:::\f\f.»ezf.ii»»»s(‘ (((((( " H ; KQP{JEQNK & H
e uve | %8 091 ﬁ ”
ant /b M R . oS | HOLLSAOD

hd .th °
L e {EEAREG b
56 ;
H o {Hd Ww»xtztifdntttlisﬂﬁr
SRR W R U
28/ ﬁm:»w B BW.,..:Z P o YR
o108 Gvogunp §¢L 123 NN b HITIOMINGS 310K

eI PR I IR N P N e rrmirer e K n . [V ot b ke A A A e N e e By By A A AR e

T = 5 L

: 55
mmwam 3

-
&

drvesnardabannnnannn A a Ay

N ,mw& %Es

H
P
N
=0
o
m -n
-
)
w



U.S. Patent Sep. 13,2016 Sheet 4 of 9 US 9,440,724 B2

FiG 4 400
s"3
S OUTBOARD
RE&&{}TE ?}’?O i OR 4
CONTROLLER GENERATOR
“ 110
wa.ti {.}E}f/{)a
JOYSTIOK Lo CONVERTER TR
R BATT.
BATT.
-8a
THRUSTER
—8b
THRUSTER




US 9,440,724 B2

Sheet 5 of 9

Sep. 13, 2016

U.S. Patent

FIG.S

GNE EMBODIMENT

SEG

N

.........

.

Ja



US 9,440,724 B2

Sheet 6 of 9

Sep. 13, 2016

U.S. Patent

A A A A A A AN Y e e

SOMNDY e BAR =2 AZU -o-
FOMDY & PAGL o BAZLD 43

¢
4
1
‘
3
H
H
H
3
H
i
i
5
s
i
B

HOLOW VORING

3

NOLLYOINONHCD NYD

AFTI0OHINGD JLOWEY

LAYH
G
A “

2}

5

g

ars

, 4 955 gng M

IS ST - ; 7 . s ;

. o4 ,.w.zm \\zm....mmn...; :wzmi SMMM&%} BV z,qaw Nn« : 2 |

. i RIEIGET T "
P iid Foluasbg g 2 \ THLME :a m
e’ , 18 Ao o
A Nl b Hug e m
TSRS AINYD | HOHL wq_ammf :
TIONY 5] B S SRR
Ao Ll MITIOHINGS |
Car i A BT S gy SGTeNaY

W

iLs

SAOP 40 NOLLIGOY 340438

g8



US 9,440,724 B2

Sheet 7 of 9

Sep. 13, 2016

U.S. Patent

v s
T A
Y rm.i.ii
S S—
"
i

POND: e PAG w
EOND’ v OAG
ZOND! & QAL e
JAND' A& PAS -0

PAZL

SAZL

angl

eAZY:

Tod
&
[
]
b :
f :
{Z 3
3
[}
£
}.~
=
2

PEPS A

.«i&m

4714
&ﬁ%& 157

A & g ¥l L

159

ALt
A
nwm.,..‘mﬁ\. Fog-

859, T 3

ML

&&”>u+ »m

oLy i o34

LY I3 49

&
%

AT

ey

340K
% HOSHAE

NOLLISCd
xom.m,

11vg

i 951

HOLYDION]

«

a0

AL,

(i

LS IIATG T

£
2L,

HOSNIS
FIONY UNVHD
HOLOW
auyOBINO ¢

\A
ooz °E

G187

rveeeremenesanas .“.:i mxm

i}

Nm

ﬁo@ﬁ &m

. ?v

o

L nshEg
HOLISOG E30

mm ¢
HITIOHLINGD |
“3IONTY |

L0



US 9,440,724 B2

Sheet 8 of 9

Sep. 13, 2016

U.S. Patent

FIG.8

THIRD EMBODIMENT




US 9,440,724 B2

Sheet 9 of 9

Sep. 13, 2016

U.S. Patent

TONTY e UAR 52
FOHEY o BAGLe»

QAZL e
AL L E

w UILENHEHL

ei1

FEL T O3 LA

ooy

H

YONTHIOD 271 4

Y AT T AT Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N AN~

Lo Jes
&

<
o
Td
o

Sfom LG

:(I.: oo,

HOLV D3 m

_ %S« OREL)
IO

H :.» ...........

FS,@%L

; /1 NYD ww

M . ST
# Luve | P o
TR 1
W
e P .v,uw‘
* \‘mh #

o
e
oo
Q.
Y

L HAAR |

£8’ igTE

-

ITONY MNYED
87y 1 om

HOSNAS]L ﬂémr
. T
113 INONT w

4‘-.‘*_

e T

¢ iy F&z

‘.,../

P

amgmgm A5
d £’

§

[T RN 20
905, &

Loy,

f ..w\_.m b B ING L

OSFS
WOLEIS Gl 53031

0
He] H
s
wendgna




US 9,440,724 B2

1
BOAT MANEUVERING SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The application claims foreign priority benefits to Japa-
nese patent application number JP2014-204196, filed Oct. 2,
2014 (entitled “Boat Maneuvering System,” by Takayoshi
Suzuki, Noriyoshi Hiraoka, Akihiro Onoue, Atsushi Kumita,
and Yoshiaki Tasaka), which is hereby incorporated by
reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a boat maneuvering
system.

2. Description of the Background Art

A boat maneuvering system is known in general. Such a
boat maneuvering system is disclosed in Japanese Patent
Laying-Open No. 2011-140272, for example.

The aforementioned Japanese Patent Laying-Open No.
2011-140272 discloses a boat maneuvering system includ-
ing an outboard motor mounted on a boat body, an engine
ECU (electronic control unit) that controls the outboard
motor, a remote controller configured to operate the out-
board motor, a joystick provided separately from the remote
controller, configured to operate the outboard motor, and a
boat body ECU that accepts operation instruction inputs
from the remote controller and the joystick and outputs
control signals to the engine ECU. In this boat maneuvering
system, a boat maneuvering mode is switched, whereby a
boat is maneuvered using the remote controller or the
joystick.

In the boat maneuvering system according to the afore-
mentioned Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2011-140272,
the boat body ECU has a function of receiving an operation
signal from the joystick in addition to the remote controller,
and hence the boat maneuvering mode is switched, whereby
the boat is maneuvered using the remote controller or the
joystick. In the case where a boat body ECU has no function
of receiving an operation signal from a joystick, however, a
device such as the joystick is not capable of being added to
a boat maneuvering system including no joystick at a later
time. Thus, in general, a boat maneuvering system allowing
a new operating device and a new power source to be easily
added to an existing boat maneuvering system is required.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a boat maneuvering
system designed to allow a new operating device and a new
power source to be easily added thereto.

A boat maneuvering system according to a first aspect of
the present invention includes a first power source mounted
on a boat body, a first controller that controls the first power
source, a first operating device configured to operate the first
power source, a second controller that accepts an operation
instruction input from the first operating device and outputs
a control signal to the first controller, a communication path
that connects the first controller and the second controller to
convey a signal therebetween, a second power source pro-
vided separately from the first power source, a second
operating device provided separately from the first operating
device, configured to operate the first power source and the
second power source, and a third controller that is provided
on the communication path, accepts a control signal from the
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second controller and an operation instruction input from the
second operating device, and generates a control signal
output to the first controller and a control signal output to the
second power source.

In the boat maneuvering system according to the first
aspect, as hereinabove described, the third controller that
accepts the control signal from the second controller and the
operation instruction input from the second operating device
and generates the control signal output to the first controller
and the control signal output to the second power source is
provided on the communication path between the first
controller and the second controller. Thus, even when the
second power source and the second operating device are
newly added to an existing boat maneuvering system, the
third controller relays the control signal for operation of the
first power source by the existing first operating device and
enables the operation of the first power source by the
existing first operating device. The third controller generates
the control signals for operation of the second power source
and the first power source by the second operating device
and enables the operation of the second power source and
the first power source by the second operating device.
Consequently, a new operating device (second operating
device) and a new power source (second power source) are
easily added to the existing boat maneuvering system.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the first aspect, the first operating device preferably
includes at least one of a remote controller and a steering
wheel. According to this structure, a new operating device
and a new power source are easily added to the existing boat
maneuvering system including at least one of the remote
controller and the steering wheel.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the first aspect, the second operating device preferably
includes a joystick, and the third controller preferably gen-
erates the control signals output to the first controller and the
second power source on the basis of operation by the
joystick. According to this structure, the joystick is easily
added to the existing boat maneuvering system to maneuver
a boat.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the first aspect, the third controller preferably accepts
an input of a control signal from the first controller and
outputs the control signal to the second controller. Accord-
ing to this structure, even when an operating device and a
power source are newly added to the existing boat maneu-
vering system, a control signal containing information such
as the state of the power source is reliably transmitted from
the first controller to the second controller through the third
controller.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the first aspect, the third controller preferably does not
accept operation by the second operating device when the
first operating device is operated and the control signal is
output from the second controller. According to this struc-
ture, an operation on the first operating device is prioritized,
and the control signal is transmitted to the first power source,
whereby crosstalk between a control signal based on an
operation on the first operating device and a control signal
based on an operation on the second operating device is
prevented.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the first aspect, the third controller preferably switches
between a first mode of accepting operation by the first
operating device and a second mode of accepting operation
by the second operating device and accepts the operation by
the second operating device only when the second mode is
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selected. According to this structure, boat maneuvering by
the second operating device is prevented in the first mode.

In this case, the first operating device preferably includes
a remote controller, and the third controller is preferably
capable of switching the first mode to the second mode when
the remote controller is neutral. According to this structure,
the first mode is capable of being switched to the second
mode when the remote controller is neutral and the propul-
sion power of the first power source is substantially zero,
and hence action of an excessive change in the propulsion
power on the boat is significantly reduced or prevented when
the mode is switched.

In the aforementioned structure of switching between the
first mode and the second mode, the third controller pref-
erably switches the second mode to the first mode when the
first operating device is operated in the second mode.
According to this structure, in the case where an operation
of sailing the boat is performed in the first mode after an
operation of moving the boat away from a pier is performed
in the second mode, for example, the second mode is
automatically switched to the first mode by performing
operation by the first operating device after the boat is
moved away from a pier by operation in the second mode,
and hence an operation of moving the boat away from a pier
is promptly shifted to an operation of sailing the boat.

In the aforementioned structure of switching between the
first mode and the second mode, the control signal that the
third controller outputs to the first controller preferably
includes at least a start signal and a stop signal for the first
power source, and the third controller preferably outputs the
stop signal for the first power source to the first controller
when the first mode is switched to the second mode.
According to this structure, the propulsion power of the first
power source is reduced to zero when the first mode is
shifted to the second mode, and hence action of an excessive
change in the propulsion power on the boat is significantly
reduced or prevented when the mode is switched.

In this case, the third controller preferably outputs the
start signal for the first power source to the first controller
when the second mode is switched to the first mode.
According to this structure, boat maneuvering by operating
the second power source in the second mode is easily shifted
to boat maneuvering by operating the first power source in
the first mode.

In the aforementioned structure of switching between the
first mode and the second mode, a plurality of first power
sources are preferably provided, and the third controller is
preferably capable of outputting different control signals to
the plurality of first power sources in the second mode.
According to this structure, the third controller controls the
directions and outputs of the plurality of first power sources,
whereby the boat is easily maneuvered fore-and-aft and
side-to-side and turned in the second mode.

In this case, each of the plurality of first power sources is
preferably provided with the first controller, and the third
controller is preferably arranged on the communication path
between a plurality of first controllers and the second
controller. According to this structure, a new operating
device and a new power source are easily added to the
existing boat maneuvering system including the plurality of
first power sources.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the first aspect, the second power source preferably
includes at least one of a thruster and a trolling motor.
According to this structure, at least one of the thruster and
the trolling motor is easily added to the existing boat
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maneuvering system, and the boat is easily maneuvered
when moving away from a pier, coming alongside a pier, and
trolling.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the first aspect, the first power source preferably
includes an engine, the first operating device preferably
includes a drive-by-wire remote controller and outputs at
least an engine start signal for the first power source, and the
third controller preferably accepts the engine start signal
from the first operating device and outputs the engine start
signal to the first controller. According to this structure, a
new operating device and a new power source are easily
added to the existing boat maneuvering system including the
engine and the drive-by-wire remote controller.

A boat maneuvering system according a second aspect of
the present invention includes a power source mounted on a
boat body, a first controller that controls the power source,
a first operating device configured to operate the power
source, a second controller that accepts an operation instruc-
tion input from the first operating device and outputs a
control signal to the first controller, a communication path
that connects the first controller and the second controller to
convey a signal therebetween, a second operating device
provided separately from the first operating device, config-
ured to operate the power source, and a third controller that
is provided on the communication path, accepts a control
signal from the second controller and an operation instruc-
tion input from the second operating device, and generates
a control signal output to the first controller.

In the boat maneuvering system according to the second
aspect, as hereinabove described, the third controller that
accepts the control signal from the second controller and the
operation instruction input from the second operating device
and generates the control signal output to the first controller
is provided on the communication path between the first
controller and the second controller. Thus, even when the
second operating device is newly added to an existing boat
maneuvering system, the third controller relays the control
signal for operation of the power source by the existing first
operating device and enables the operation of the power
source by the existing first operating device. The third
controller generates the control signal for operation of the
power source by the second operating device and enables the
operation of the power source by the second operating
device. Consequently, a new operating device (second oper-
ating device) is easily added to the existing boat maneuver-
ing system.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the second aspect, the first operating device preferably
includes at least one of a remote controller and a steering
wheel. According to this structure, a new operating device is
easily added to the existing boat maneuvering system
including at least one of the remote controller and the
steering wheel.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the second aspect, the second operating device pref-
erably includes a joystick. According to this structure, the
joystick is easily added to the existing boat maneuvering
system to maneuver a boat.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the second aspect, the third controller preferably
accepts an input of a control signal from the first controller
and outputs the control signal to the second controller.
According to this structure, even when an operating device
is newly added to the existing boat maneuvering system, a
control signal containing information such as the state of the
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power source is reliably transmitted from the first controller
to the second controller through the third controller.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the second aspect, the third controller preferably does
not accept operation by the second operating device when
the first operating device is operated and the control signal
is output from the second controller. According to this
structure, an operation on the first operating device is
prioritized, and the control signal is transmitted to the power
source, whereby crosstalk between a control signal based on
an operation on the first operating device and a control signal
based on an operation on the second operating device is
prevented.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the second aspect, the third controller preferably
switches between a first mode of accepting operation by the
first operating device and a second mode of accepting
operation by the second operating device and accepts the
operation by the second operating device only when the
second mode is selected. According to this structure, boat
maneuvering by the second operating device is prevented in
the first mode.

In this case, the first operating device preferably includes
a remote controller, and the third controller is preferably
capable of switching the first mode to the second mode when
the remote controller is neutral. According to this structure,
the first mode is capable of being switched to the second
mode when the remote controller is neutral and the propul-
sion power of the power source is substantially zero, and
hence action of an excessive change in the propulsion power
on the boat is significantly reduced or prevented when the
mode is switched.

In the aforementioned structure of switching between the
first mode and the second mode, the third controller pref-
erably switches the second mode to the first mode when the
first operating device is operated in the second mode.
According to this structure, in the case where an operation
of sailing the boat is performed in the first mode after an
operation of moving the boat away from a pier is performed
in the second mode, for example, the second mode is
automatically switched to the first mode by performing
operation by the first operating device after the boat is
moved away from a pier by operation in the second mode,
and hence an operation of moving the boat away from a pier
is promptly shifted to an operation of sailing the boat.

In the aforementioned structure of switching between the
first mode and the second mode, a plurality of power sources
are preferably provided, and the third controller is preferably
capable of outputting different control signals to the plurality
of power sources in the second mode. According to this
structure, the third controller moves the boat in an intended
direction by operating the plurality of power sources indi-
vidually in the second mode.

In this case, each of the plurality of power sources is
preferably provided with the first controller, and the third
controller is preferably arranged on the communication path
between a plurality of first controllers and the second
controller. According to this structure, the third controller
controls the directions and outputs of the plurality of power
sources, whereby the boat is easily maneuvered fore-and-aft
and side-to-side and turned in the second mode.

A boat maneuvering system according to a third aspect of
the present invention includes a first power source mounted
on a boat body, a first controller that controls the first power
source, an operating device configured to operate the first
power source, a second controller that accepts an operation
instruction input from the operating device and outputs a
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control signal to the first controller, a communication path
that connects the first controller and the second controller to
convey a signal therebetween, a second power source pro-
vided separately from the first power source, and a third
controller that is provided on the communication path,
accepts a control signal from the second controller, and
generates a control signal output to the first controller and a
control signal output to the second power source.

In the boat maneuvering system according to the third
aspect, as hereinabove described, the third controller that
accepts the control signal from the second controller and
generates the control signal output to the first controller and
the control portion output to the second power source is
provided on the communication path between the first
controller and the second controller. Thus, even when the
second power source is newly added to an existing boat
maneuvering system, the third controller generates the con-
trol signal (relays the control signal) on the basis of the
control signal for operation of the first power motor by the
existing operating device and enables the operation of the
first power source by the existing operating device. The third
controller generates the control signals for operation of the
second power source and the first power source by the
operating device and enables the operation of the first power
source and the second power source by the operating device.
Consequently, a new power source (second power source) is
easily added to the existing boat maneuvering system.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the third aspect, the second power source preferably
includes at least one of a thruster and a trolling motor.
According to this structure, at least one of the thruster and
the trolling motor is easily added to the existing boat
maneuvering system, and the boat is easily maneuvered
when moving away from a pier, coming alongside a pier, and
trolling.

In the aforementioned boat maneuvering system accord-
ing to the third aspect, the first power source preferably
includes an engine, the operating device preferably includes
a drive-by-wire remote controller and outputs at least an
engine start signal for the first power source, and the third
controller preferably accepts the engine start signal from the
operating device and outputs the engine start signal to the
first controller. According to this structure, a new power
source is easily added to the existing boat maneuvering
system including the engine and the drive-by-wire remote
controller.

The foregoing and other objects, features, aspects, and
advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the
present invention when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a boat including a boat
maneuvering system according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram schematically showing the boat
maneuvering system according to the first embodiment of
the present invention before addition of a joystick and
thrusters;

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram schematically showing the boat
maneuvering system according to the first embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram for illustrating power supply connec-
tions in the boat maneuvering system according to the first
embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a boat including a boat
maneuvering system according to a second embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram schematically showing the boat
maneuvering system according to the second embodiment of
the present invention before addition of a joystick;

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram schematically showing the boat
maneuvering system according to the second embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a boat including a boat
maneuvering system according to a third embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram schematically showing the boat
maneuvering system according to the third embodiment of
the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention are hereinafter
described with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

The structure of a boat maneuvering system 100 accord-
ing to a first embodiment of the present invention is now
described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 3. In the figure, arrow
FWD represents the forward movement direction of a boat,
and arrow BWD represents the reverse movement direction
of the boat. Furthermore, in the figure, arrow R represents
the starboard direction of the boat, and arrow L represents
the portside direction of the boat.

The boat maneuvering system 100 (see FIG. 3) is pro-
vided to maneuver a boat 1 shown in FIG. 1. The boat 1 is
provided with a boat body 2, an outboard motor 3 mounted
on a rear portion of the boat body 2, configured to propel the
boat body 2, a steering wheel 4 configured to steer the boat
body 2 (turn the outboard motor 3), a remote controller 5
configured to operate the shift and output (throttle position)
of the outboard motor 3, a joystick 6 configured to steer the
boat body 2, an indicator 7, thrusters 8a and 85 provided on
front and rear portions (a bow and a stern) of the boat body
2, respectively, and communication paths 9a, 95, 9¢, and 94
that communicatively connect each device, as shown in FIG.
1. The boat 1 includes batteries 10a and 105, as shown in
FIG. 3. The outboard motor 3 is an example of the “first
power source” in the present invention, and the steering
wheel 4 and the remote controller 5 are examples of the “first
operating device” in the present invention. The joystick 6 is
an example of the “second operating device” in the present
invention, and the thrusters 8a and 85 are examples of the
“second power source” in the present invention.

The single outboard motor 3 is mounted on the rear
portion of the boat body 2. The outboard motor 3 includes
an engine 30. The outboard motor 3 is arranged to extend to
below the engine 30 and includes a drive shaft that conveys
the drive force of the engine 30, one propeller shaft that
extends in a direction orthogonal to (intersecting with) the
drive shaft, and one propeller mounted on a rear end portion
of the propeller shaft, rotated together with the propeller
shaft.

A boat maneuvering system 100a before addition of the
joystick 6 and the thrusters 8a and 85 is now described with
reference to FIG. 2.

As shown in FIG. 2, in the boat maneuvering system
100a, the remote controller 5 and the outboard motor 3 are
directly communicatively connected to each other through
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CAN communication before addition of the joystick 6.
Specifically, the remote controller 5 (remote control ECU
50) and the outboard motor 3 (engine ECU 31) are con-
nected to each other by communication lines. In other
words, a CPU 501 of the remote controller 5 and a CPU 311
of the outboard motor 3 are communicatively connected to
each other through CAN I/Fs 507 and 313.

Electric power is supplied to the remote controller 5 from
the battery 105, similarly to the outboard motor 3. The
remote controller 5 (remote control ECU 50) and the indi-
cator 7 are connected to each other by communication lines.
In other words, the CPU 501 of the remote controller 5 and
the indicator 7 are communicatively connected to each other
through a CAN I/F 506 and a hub 11.

The boat maneuvering system 100 after addition of the
joystick 6 and the thrusters 8a and 85 is now described with
reference to FIG. 3.

The outboard motor 3 may include the engine ECU
(electronic control unit) 31, a crank angle sensor 32, and a
PTT (power trim tilt) 33 as the control structure, as shown
in FIG. 3. The engine ECU 31 is an example of the “first
controller” in the present invention. The engine ECU 31 may
also be disposed outside of the outboard motor 3.

The engine ECU 31 includes the CPU (central processing
unit) 311, a regulator 312, the CAN (controller area net-
work) I/F (interface) 313, an I/F 314, and a driver 315.

The remote controller 5 may include the remote control
ECU (electronic control unit) 50, a lever position sensor 51,
and a PTT switch 52 as the control structure, as shown in
FIG. 3. In other words, the remote controller 5 and the
remote control ECU 50 are unitized. The remote controller
5 is mounted in the vicinity of an operator’s seat located in
the front portion of the boat 2. The remote control ECU 50
includes the CPU 501, a regulator 502, a power supply
circuit 503, 1/Fs 504 and 505, the CAN I/Fs 506 and 507, and
an I/F 508. The remote control ECU 50 is an example of the
“second controller” in the present invention. The remote
control ECU 50 may also be disposed outside of the remote
controller 5.

The joystick 6 may include a joystick ECU 60, a stick
position sensor X 61, a stick position sensor Y 62, a stick
position sensor 7Z 63, and a mode switch 64 as the control
structure, as shown in FIG. 3. The joystick ECU 60 is an
example of the “third controller” in the present invention.
The joystick ECU 60 may also be disposed outside of the
joystick 6.

The joystick ECU 60 includes a CPU 601, regulators 602
and 603, a CAN I/F 604, a power supply circuit 605, I/Fs
606 and 607, a driver 608, an I/F 609, photocouplers 610 and
611, a CAN I/F 612, a driver 613, CAN I/Fs 614 and 615,
an I/F 616, a driver 617, a photocoupler 618, and an I/F 619.

The thrusters 8a and 85 have the same structure, and the
structure of the thruster 85 is omitted in FIG. 3. The thruster
8a (86) includes a thruster ECU 80, a propulsion motor 81,
a rotation angle sensor 82, a steering motor 83, and a rudder
angle sensor 84, as the control structure.

The thruster ECU 80 includes a CPU 801, a regulator 802,
a CAN I/F 803, a driver 804, an I/F 805, and a power supply
circuit 806.

The outboard motor 3, the remote controller 5, the joy-
stick 6, and the thrusters 8a and 85 are communicatively
connected to each other by CAN communication through the
communication paths 9a to 9d. Specifically, the remote
controller 5 (remote control ECU 50) is connected to the
joystick 6 (joystick ECU 60) through the communication
path 94a. The outboard motor 3 (engine ECU 31) is connected
to the joystick 6 (joystick ECU 60) through the communi-
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cation path 95. The thrusters 8a and 85 (thruster ECUs 80)
are connected to the joystick 6 (joystick ECU 60) through
the communication paths 9¢ and 9d, respectively. In other
words, the remote controller 5, which is an operating device,
is communicatively connected to the outboard motor 3 and
the thrusters 8a and 85, which are power sources, through
the joystick 6 (joystick ECU 60). In other words, the joystick
6 (joystick ECU 60) is arranged on the communication paths
9a and 95 to the remote control ECU 50 and the engine ECU
31 (between the communication paths 9a and 9b6). The
communication paths 9a to 94 accommodate CAN commu-
nication. In the CAN communication, a signal is transmitted
and received by a differential voltage using two communi-
cation lines.

In an example of a circuit shown in FIG. 3, positive
potentials and negative (ground) potentials that are equal to
each other are represented by the same symbols. Specifi-
cally, potentials of about 12 V based on the potentials of the
batteries 10a and 105 that are about 12 V include two lines
(two types) of 12Va and 12Vb. Potentials reduced to about
5 V by each regulator include two lines (two types) of 5Va
and 5Vb. Grounds connected to a minus terminal of the
battery 10a or 105 include two lines (two types) of GND1
and GND2. Potentials in portions shown by the same
symbols in the figure are substantially equal to each other.

The engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor 3 controls each
portion of the outboard motor 3. Specifically, the engine
ECU 31 (CPU 311) receives signals based on operation of
the remote controller 5 and the joystick 6 from the joystick
ECU 60 and controls each portion of the outboard motor 3.
More specifically, the engine ECU 31 detects the rotation
angle of the engine 30 on the basis of a detection result of
the crank angle sensor 32. The engine ECU 31 controls the
PTT 33 to adjust the trim and tilt of the outboard motor 3.

The CPU 311 is communicatively connected to the CAN
I/F 313, the I/F 314, and the driver 315. The CPU 311 is
connected to a potential of 5Vb and a potential of GND2.

The CAN I/F 313 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication (control area network communication). In
other words, the CAN I/F 313 receives a CAN signal from
the joystick ECU 60 and transmits a signal to the CPU 311.
The CAN I/F 313 receives a signal from the CPU 311 and
transmits a CAN signal to the joystick ECU 60. The CAN
1/F 313 is connected to a potential of 5Vb and a potential of
GND2.

The I/F 314 receives a signal containing crank angle
information from the crank angle sensor 32 and transmits a
signal to the CPU 311. The I/F 314 is connected to a
potential of 5Vb and a potential of GND2. The I/F 315
receives a signal from the CPU 311 and drives the PTT 33.
The I/F 315 is connected to a potential of GND2.

The remote controller 5 is provided to operate the out-
board motor 3. The remote controller 5 includes a drive-by-
wire remote controller. The remote controller 5 controls the
output of the outboard motor 3 (engine 30) and outputs a
start signal for the engine 30. The remote control ECU 50 of
the remote controller 5 controls each portion of the remote
controller 5. Specifically, the remote control ECU 50 (CPU
501) outputs a control signal for operating the outboard
motor 3 to the joystick ECU 60 on the basis of user’s
operation of the remote controller 5. More specifically, the
remote control ECU 50 detects the lever position of the
remote controller 5 on the basis of a detection result of the
lever position sensor 51. The remote control ECU 50
acquires operated tilt and trim on the basis of user’s opera-
tion of the PTT switch 52.
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The CPU 501 is communicatively connected to the I/Fs
504 and 505, the CAN I/Fs 506 and 507, and the I/F 508. The
CPU 501 is connected to a potential of 5Va and a potential
of GNDI.

The power supply circuit 503 supplies electric power to
the lever position sensor 51. The power supply circuit 503 is
connected to a potential of 12Va and a potential of GND1.
The I/F 504 receives a signal containing lever position
information from the lever position sensor 51 and transmits
a signal to the CPU 501. The I/F 504 is connected to a
potential of 5Va and a potential of GND1. The I/F 505
receives a signal from the PTT switch 52 and transmits a
signal to the CPU 501. The I/F 505 is connected to a
potential of GNDI.

The CAN I/F 506 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication (control area network communication).
However, in the state of the first embodiment in which the
joystick 6 is added, the CAN I/F 506 is not connected to an
external device. The CAN I/F 506 is connected to a potential
of 5Va and a potential of GND1. The CAN I/F 507 transmits
and receives a signal of CAN communication. In other
words, the CAN I/F 507 receives a CAN signal from the
joystick ECU 60 and transmits a signal to the CPU 501. The
CAN I/F 507 receives a signal from the CPU 501 and
transmits a CAN signal to the joystick ECU 60. The CAN
I/F 507 is connected to a potential of 5Va and a potential of
GNDI.

The I/F 508 receives a start/stop signal for the outboard
motor 3 (engine 30) from the CPU 501 and transmits a signal
to the joystick ECU 60. The I/F 508 is connected to a
potential of 12Va and a potential of GND1.

The joystick 6 is provided to operate the outboard motor
3 and the thrusters 8¢ and 8b. Specifically, the joystick 6
accepts an operation of tilting a stick fore-and-aft and
side-to-side and an operation of rotating the stick. In other
words, the joystick 6 accepts an operation of translating the
boat body 2 in a tilt direction by the operation of tilting the
stick. The joystick 6 accepts an operation of turning the boat
body 2 in a rotation direction by the operation of rotating the
stick.

The joystick ECU 60 of the joystick 6 controls each
portion of the joystick 6. Specifically, the joystick ECU 60
(CPU 601) outputs control signals to the engine ECU 31 of
the outboard motor 3 and the thruster ECUs 80 of the
thrusters 8a and 856 on the basis of user’s operation of the
joystick 6. More specifically, the joystick ECU 60 detects
the tilt position of the stick on the basis of detection results
of'the stick position sensor X 61 and the stick position sensor
Y 62. The joystick ECU 60 detects the rotation position of
the stick on the basis of a detection result of the stick
position sensor Z 63. The joystick ECU 60 switches between
a first mode of accepting operation by the remote controller
50 and a second mode of accepting operation by the joystick
6 on the basis of operation of the mode switch 64.

According to the first embodiment, the joystick ECU 60
accepts a control signal from the remote control ECU 50 and
generates control signals transmitted to the engine ECU 31
and the thruster ECUs 80 on the basis of the accepted control
signal. The joystick ECU 60 generates control signals trans-
mitted to the engine ECU 31 and the thruster ECUs 80 on the
basis of operation by the joystick 6. The joystick ECU 60
accepts an input of a control signal from the engine ECU 31
and outputs the control signal to the remote control ECU 50.

According to the first embodiment, the joystick ECU 60
does not accept operation by the joystick 6 when the remote
controller 5 is operated and the remote control ECU 50
outputs a control signal. In other words, the joystick ECU 60
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accepts operation by the remote controller 5 in preference to
operation by the joystick 6. The joystick ECU 60 switches
between the first mode of accepting operation by the remote
controller 5 and the second mode of accepting operation by
the joystick 6 and accepts operation by the joystick 6 only
when the second mode is selected.

According to the first embodiment, the joystick ECU 60
determines that the first mode is capable of being switched
to the second mode when the remote controller 5 is neutral.
In other words, the joystick ECU 60 detects that the remote
controller 5 is at a neutral position and switches the first
mode to the second mode when the second mode is selected
by operation of the mode switch 64. The joystick ECU 60
outputs a control signal (stop signal) for stopping the engine
30 of the outboard motor 3 to the engine ECU 31 in the case
where the power of the thrusters 8a and 85 is only used when
the joystick ECU 60 switches the first mode to the second
mode.

Mode switching may be determined by at least one of an
engine speed, a throttle position, a boat speed, elapsed time
after a neutral operation on the remote controller 5, etc. in
addition to that the remote controller 5 is at the neutral
position. In other words, the mode may be switched after the
remote controller 5 is shifted to the neutral position and the
engine speed or the boat speed is reduced.

According to the first embodiment, the joystick ECU 60
switches the second mode to the first mode when the remote
controller 5 is operated in the second mode. In other words,
the joystick ECU 60 stops accepting operation of the joy-
stick 6 and switches the second mode to the first mode of
accepting operation by the remote controller 5 when the
remote controller 5 is operated in the forward movement
direction or the reverse movement direction in the second
mode in which the remote controller 5 is at a neutral
position. The joystick ECU 60 outputs a control signal (start
signal) for starting the engine 30 of the outboard motor 3 to
the engine ECU 31 in the case where the engine 30 of the
outboard motor 3 has stopped when the joystick ECU 60
switches the second mode to the first mode.

When accepting a start signal for the engine 30 from the
remote controller 5, the joystick ECU 60 generates a signal
on the basis of the accepted start signal from the remote
controller 5 and outputs the signal to the engine ECU 31.

The joystick ECU 60 is connected to the batteries 10a and
1054 such that electric power is conveyed to the joystick ECU
60. Specifically, a positive potential connected to a portion
of the joystick ECU 60 including the CAN I/F 612 with
respect to the photocouplers 610 and 611 is varied from the
potential of the battery 106 to 12Vb by the impedance and
the flowing current of an electric power line. A negative
(ground) potential connected to the portion of the joystick
ECU 60 including the CAN I/F 612 with respect to the
photocouplers 610 and 611 is varied from the potential of the
battery 105 to GND2 by the impedance and the flowing
current of an electric power line. The supplied potential of
12Vb is reduced to 5Vb by the regulator 603.

A positive potential connected to a portion of the joystick
ECU 60 including the CPU 601 with respect to the photo-
couplers 610 and 611 is varied from the potential of the
battery 10a to 12Va by the impedance and the flowing
current of an electric power line. A negative (ground)
potential connected to the portion of the joystick ECU 60
including the CPU 601 with respect to the photocouplers
610 and 611 is varied from the potential of the battery 10a
to GND1 by the impedance and the flowing current of an
electric power line. The supplied potential of 12Va is
reduced to 5Va by the regulator 602.
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The CPU 601 is communicatively connected to the CAN
I/F 604, the I/Fs 606 and 607, the driver 608, the I/F 609, the
CAN I/Fs 614 and 615, the I/F 616, and the driver 617. The
CPU 601 is connected to a potential of 5Va and a potential
of GNDI.

The power supply circuit 605 supplies electric power to
the stick position sensor X 61. The power supply circuit 605
is connected to a potential of 12Va and a potential of GND1.
The CAN I/F 604 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 604 receives a
CAN signal from the indicator 7 through the hub 11 and
transmits a signal to the CPU 601. The CAN I/F 604 receives
a signal from the CPU 601 and transmits a CAN signal to the
indicator 7. The CAN I/F 604 is connected to a potential of
5Va and a potential of GNDI1.

The I/F 606 receives a signal containing stick position
information from the stick position sensor X 61 and trans-
mits a signal to the CPU 601. The I/F 606 is connected to a
potential of 5Va and a potential of GND1. The I/F 607
receives a signal from the mode switch 64 and transmits a
signal to the CPU 601. The I/F 607 is connected to a
potential of GNDI.

The driver 608 receives a signal from the CPU 601 and
drives an optical converter 610a of the photocoupler 610.
The driver 608 is connected to a potential of 12Va and a
potential of GND1. The I/F 609 receives a signal from an
electrical converter 6115 of the photocoupler 611 and trans-
mits a signal to the CPU 601. The I/F 609 is connected to a
potential of 5Va.

The photocouplers 610, 611, and 618 are provided on the
communication path that connects the CPU 601 of the
joystick ECU 60 and the engine ECU 31 to convey a signal
therebetween. In other words, the communication path that
connects the CPU 601 and the engine ECU 31 conveys a
signal while the CPU 601 and the engine ECU 31 are
electrically separated (insulated) from each other by the
photocouplers 610, 611, and 618. The photocouplers 610,
611, and 618 include optical converters 610a, 611a, and
618a that convert electrical signals to optical signals and
electrical converters 61056, 6115, and 6185 that convert
optical signals to electrical signals, respectively.

The photocoupler 610 outputs a signal from the CPU 601
to the CAN I/F 612. Specifically, the optical converter 610a
converts an electrical signal output through the driver 608
from the CPU 601 to an optical signal. Then, the electrical
converter 6105 receives the optical signal output from the
optical converter 610a, converts the optical signal to an
electrical signal again, and outputs the electrical signal to the
CAN I/F 612. The optical converter 610a of the photocou-
pler 610 connected to the CPU 601 is grounded (connected)
to a potential of GNDI1. On the other hand, the electrical
converter 6105 of the photocoupler 610 connected to the
engine ECU 31 is grounded (connected) to a potential of
GND2.

The photocoupler 611 outputs a signal from the CAN I/F
612 to the CPU 601. Specifically, the optical converter 611a
converts an electrical signal output through the driver 613
from the CAN I/F 612 to an optical signal. Then, the
electrical converter 6115 receives the optical signal output
from the optical converter 611a, converts the optical signal
to an electrical signal again, and outputs the electrical signal
to the CPU 601 through the I/F 609. The electrical converter
6115 of the photocoupler 611 connected to the CPU 601 is
grounded (connected) to a potential of GND1. On the other
hand, the optical converter 611a of the photocoupler 611
connected to the engine ECU 31 is grounded (connected) to
a potential of GND2.
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Comparing the structure of the boat maneuvering system
100 shown in FIG. 3 and the structure of the boat maneu-
vering system 100a before addition of the joystick 6 and the
thrusters 8a and 86 shown in FIG. 2, in general, the battery
10a is added along with the thrusters 8a and 85 and the
joystick 6, and hence mixing of power supplies or round-
about flow of electric power may be disadvantageously
generated. In the boat maneuvering system 100 shown in
FIG. 3, on the other hand, the photocouplers of the joystick
ECU 60 disconnects electrical connection to prevent mixing
of power supplies or roundabout flow of electric power.

Specifically, the remote controller 5, the thrusters 8a and
8b, and a portion of the joystick 6 are connected to the
battery 10a, the outboard motor 3 and a portion of the
joystick 6 are connected to the battery 105, the battery 10a
and the battery 105 are not electrically connected to each
other, and in the joystick 6, a signal is delivered through the
photocouplers 610, 611, and 618.

The CAN I/F 612 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 612 receives a
CAN signal from the engine ECU 31 and transmits a signal
to the CPU 601. The CAN I/F 612 receives a signal from the
CPU 601 and transmits a CAN signal to the engine ECU 31.
The CAN I/F 612 is connected to a potential of 5Vb and a
potential of GND2.

The driver 613 receives a signal from the CAN I/F 612
and drives the optical converter 611a of the photocoupler
611. The driver 613 is connected to a potential of 12Vb and
a potential of GND2. The CAN I/F 614 transmits and
receives a signal of CAN communication. In other words,
the CAN I/F 614 receives CAN signals from the thruster
ECUs 80 and transmits a signal to the CPU 601. The CAN
I/F 614 receives a signal from the CPU 601 and transmits
CAN signals to the thruster ECUs 80. The CAN I/F 614 is
connected to a potential of 5Va and a potential of GND1.
The CAN I/F 615 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 615 receives a
CAN signal from the remote control ECU 50 and transmits
a signal to the CPU 601. The CAN I/F 615 receives a signal
from the CPU 601 and transmits a CAN signal to the remote
control ECU 50. The CAN I/F 615 is connected to a
potential of 5Va and a potential of GND1.

The I/F 616 receives a start/stop signal for the outboard
motor 3 (engine 30) from the remote control ECU 50 and
transmits a signal to the CPU 601. The I/F 616 is connected
to a potential of 12Va and a potential of GND1. The driver
617 receives a signal from the CPU 601 and drives the
optical converter 618a of the photocoupler 618. The driver
617 is connected to a potential of 12Va and a potential of
GNDI.

The photocoupler 618 outputs a start/stop signal for the
outboard motor 3 (engine 30) from the CPU 601 to the I/F
619. Specifically, the optical converter 618a converts an
electrical signal output through the driver 617 from the CPU
601 to an optical signal. Then, the electrical converter 6185
receives the optical signal output from the optical converter
618a, converts the optical signal to an electrical signal again,
and outputs the electrical signal to the I/F 619. The optical
converter 618a of the photocoupler 618 connected to the
CPU 601 is grounded (connected) to a potential of GND1.
On the other hand, the electrical converter 6185 of the
photocoupler 618 connected to the engine ECU 31 is
grounded (connected) to a potential of GND2.

The I/F 619 receives a signal from the electrical converter
6185 of the photocoupler 618 and transmits a signal to the
engine ECU 31. The I/F 619 is connected to a potential of
12Vb and a potential of GND2.
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The indicator 7 is connected to the joystick 6 (joystick
ECU 60) through the hub 11. The indicator 7 displays the
states of the remote controller 5 and the joystick 6, the states
of the outboard motor 3 and the thrusters 8a and 85, an
operation screen of the joystick 6, etc.

The thruster 8a (8b) is mounted on a bow (stern) of the
boat to be rotatable along a rotation axis in a vertical
direction. In other words, the thruster 8a (86) allows pro-
pulsion power to act in any directions including a fore-and-
aft direction and a transverse direction with respect to the
boat body 2. The thrusters 8a and 85 are used in the second
mode. For example, the thrusters 8a and 84 are used to bring
the boat 1 alongside a pier or to move the boat 1 away from
a pier.

The thruster ECU 80 of the thruster 8a (854) controls each
portion of the thruster 8a (85). Specifically, the thruster ECU
80 (CPU 801) receives signals based on operation of the
remote controller 5 and the joystick 6 from the joystick ECU
60 and controls each portion of the thruster 8a (85). More
specifically, the thruster ECU 80 controls driving of the
propulsion motor 81. The thruster ECU 80 detects the
rotation angle of the motor on the basis of a detection result
of'the rotation angle sensor 82. The thruster ECU 80 controls
the steering motor 83 to adjust the rudder angle (direction)
of the thruster 8a (8b). The thruster ECU 80 detects the
rudder angle of the thruster 8a (86) on the basis of a
detection result of the rudder angle sensor 84.

The thruster ECU 80 is connected to the battery 10a such
that electric power is conveyed to the thruster ECU 80. The
potential of a plus terminal connected to the thruster ECU 80
is varied from the potential of the battery 10a to 12Va by the
impedance and the flowing current of an electric power line.
The potential of a minus terminal (ground) connected to the
thruster ECU 80 is varied from the potential of the battery
10a to GNDI1 by the impedance and the flowing current of
an electric power line. The supplied potential of 12Va is
reduced to 5Va by the regulator 802.

The CPU 801 is communicatively connected to the CAN
I/F 803, the driver 804, and the I/F 805. The CPU 801 is
connected to a potential of 5Va and a potential of GNDI1.

The CAN I/F 803 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 803 receives a
CAN signal from the joystick ECU 60 and transmits a signal
to the CPU 801. The CAN I/F 803 receives a signal from the
CPU 801 and transmits a CAN signal to the joystick ECU
60. The CAN I/F 803 is connected to a potential of 5Va and
a potential of GNDI.

The driver 804 receives a signal from the CPU 801 and
drives the propulsion motor 81. The driver 804 is connected
to a potential of 12Va, a potential of 5Va, and a potential of
GNDI1. The I/F 805 receives a signal containing rotation
angle information from the rotation angle sensor 82 and
transmits a signal to the CPU 801. The I/F 805 is connected
to a potential of 5Va and a potential of GNDI.

The batteries 10a and 105 are provided on the boat body
2 or the outboard motor 3. The battery 10a supplies electric
power to the remote controller 5, the joystick 6, and the
thrusters 8a and 85. The battery 1056 supplies electric power
to the outboard motor 3 and the joystick 6.

As shown in FIG. 4, the battery 105 is charged by a
generator 34 of the outboard motor 3. In other words, the
generator 34 is driven by the engine 30 when the engine 30
of the outboard motor 3 is driven and generates electric
power. The battery 105 is connected to the battery 10a by an
isolation DC/DC converter 110. In other words, the battery
105 is electrically isolated from the battery 10q, and electric
power is supplied from the generator 34 to the battery 105
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while flow of electric current between a circuit connected to
the battery 10a and a circuit connected to the battery 105 is
prevented, whereby the battery 105 is charged. A method in
which direct current from the battery of the outboard motor
3 is converted into alternating current and thereafter con-
verted into direct current again may be employed. Prefer-
ably, a GND line is not connected. In the case where the
GND line is connected, wire connection that is free from
flow of electric current between the circuit connected to the
battery 10a and the circuit connected to the battery 105 may
be employed.

According to the aforementioned first embodiment, the
following effects are obtained.

According to the first embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the joystick ECU 60 that accepts the control
signal from the remote control ECU 50 and an operation
instruction input from the joystick 6 and generates the
control signal output to the engine ECU 31 and the control
signals output to the thrusters 8a and 85 are provided on the
communication paths 9a and 96 between the remote control
ECU 50 and the engine ECU 31. Thus, even when the
thrusters 8a and 86 and the joystick 6 are newly added to the
existing boat maneuvering system 100aq, the joystick ECU
60 relays the control signal for operation of the outboard
motor 3 by the existing remote controller 5 and enables the
operation of the outboard motor 3 by the existing remote
controller 5. The joystick ECU 60 generates the control
signals for operation of the thrusters 84 and 84 and the
outboard motor 3 by the joystick 6 and enables the operation
of the thrusters 8a and 86 and the outboard motor 3 by the
joystick 6. Consequently, a new operating device and a new
power source are easily added to the existing boat maneu-
vering system 100a.

According to the first embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the joystick ECU 60 generates the control signal
output to the engine ECU 31 and the thrusters 8a and 86 on
the basis of operation by the joystick 6. Thus, the joystick 6
is easily added to the existing boat maneuvering system
1004 to maneuver the boat.

According to the first embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the joystick ECU 60 accepts the input of the
control signal from the engine ECU 31 and outputs the
control signal to the remote control ECU 50. Thus, even
when an operating device and a power source are newly
added to the existing boat maneuvering system 100q, the
control signal containing information such as the state of the
outboard motor 3 is reliably transmitted from the engine
ECU 31 to the remote control ECU 50 through the joystick
ECU 60.

According to the first embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the joystick ECU 60 does not accept operation by
the joystick 6 when the remote controller 5 is operated and
the control signal is output from the remote control ECU 50.
Thus, an operation on the remote controller 5 is prioritized,
and the control signal is transmitted to the outboard motor 3,
whereby crosstalk between the control signal based on an
operation on the remote controller 5 and the control signal
based on an operation on the joystick 6 is prevented.

According to the first embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the joystick ECU 60 switches between the first
mode of accepting operation by the remote controller 5 and
the second mode of accepting operation by the joystick 6 and
accepts the operation by the joystick 6 only when the second
mode is selected. Thus, boat maneuvering by the joystick 6
is prevented in the first mode.

According to the first embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the joystick ECU 60 is capable of switching the
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first mode to the second mode when the remote controller 5
is neutral. Thus, the first mode is capable of being switched
to the second mode when the remote controller 5 is neutral
and the propulsion power of the outboard motor 3 is sub-
stantially zero, and hence action of an excessive change in
the propulsion power on the boat 1 is significantly reduced
or prevented when the mode is switched.

According to the first embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the joystick ECU 60 switches the second mode to
the first mode when the remote controller 5 is operated in the
second mode. Thus, in the case where an operation of sailing
the boat is performed in the first mode after an operation of
moving the boat away from a pier is performed in the second
mode, for example, the second mode is automatically
switched to the first mode by performing operation by the
remote controller 5 after the boat is moved away from a pier
by operation in the second mode, and hence an operation of
moving the boat away from a pier is promptly shifted to an
operation of sailing the boat.

According to the first embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the joystick ECU 60 outputs the stop signal for
the outboard motor 3 to the engine ECU 31 when the first
mode is switched to the second mode. Thus, the propulsion
power of the outboard motor 3 is reduced to zero when the
first mode is shifted to the second mode, and hence action of
an excessive change in the propulsion power on the boat is
significantly reduced or prevented when the mode is
switched.

According to the first embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the joystick ECU 60 outputs the start signal for
the outboard motor 3 to the engine ECU 31 when the second
mode is switched to the first mode. Thus, boat maneuvering
by operating the thrusters 8a and 85 in the second mode is
easily shifted to boat maneuvering by operating the outboard
motor 3 in the first mode.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment of the present invention is now
described with reference to FIGS. 5 to 7. In this second
embodiment, no thruster is provided, but two outboard
motors are provided, unlike the aforementioned first
embodiment in which the thrusters are provided. Portions
similar to those of the boat maneuvering system 100 accord-
ing to the first embodiment are denoted by the same refer-
ence numerals.

According to the second embodiment, a boat maneuver-
ing system 200 (see FIG. 7) is provided to maneuver a boat
1 shown in FIG. 5. The boat 1 is provided with a boat body
2, two outboard motors 3a and 35 mounted on a rear portion
of the boat body 2, configured to propel the boat body 2, a
steering wheel 4 configured to steer the boat body 2 (turn the
outboard motors 3a and 3b), remote controllers 5a and 5b
configured to operate the shift and output (throttle position)
of the outboard motors 3a and 35, a joystick 6 configured to
steer the boat body 2, an indicator 7, and communication
paths 94 and 95 that communicatively connect each device,
as shown in FIG. 5. The boat 1 includes batteries 10a, 105,
and 10c¢, as shown in FIG. 7. The outboard motors 3a and 35
are examples of the “first power source” in the present
invention, and the steering wheel 4 and the remote controller
5 are examples of the “first operating device” in the present
invention. The joystick 6 is an example of the “second
operating device” in the present invention.

A boat maneuvering system 200a before addition of the
joystick 6 is now described with reference to FIG. 6.
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As shown in FIG. 6, in the boat maneuvering system
200a, the remote controller 5a (55) and the outboard motor
3a (3b) are directly communicatively connected to each
other through CAN communication before addition of the
joystick 6. Specifically, the remote controller 5a (5b) (re-
mote control ECU 50) and the outboard motor 3a (36)
(engine ECU 31) are connected to each other by communi-
cation lines. In other words, a CPU 501 of the remote
controller 5a (56) and a CPU 311 of the outboard motor 3a
(3b) are communicatively connected to each other through
CAN T/Fs 507 and 313.

Electric power is supplied to the remote controller 5a
from the battery 105, similarly to the outboard motor 3a.
Electric power is supplied to the remote controller 56 from
the battery 10¢, similarly to the outboard motor 35. The
remote controller 5a (5b) (remote control ECU 50) and the
indicator 7 are connected to each other by communication
lines. In other words, the CPU 501 of the remote controller
5a (5b) and the indicator 7 are communicatively connected
to each other through a CAN I/F 506 and a hub 11.

The boat maneuvering system 200 after addition of the
joystick 6 is now described with reference to FIG. 7.

The outboard motors 34 and 35 have the same structure as
the outboard motor 3 according to the first embodiment. In
other words, the outboard motor 3a (35) may include the
engine ECU (electronic control unit) 31, a crank angle
sensor 32, and a PTT (power trim tilt) 33 as the control
structure, as shown in FIG. 7. The engine ECU 31 is an
example of the “first controller” in the present invention.
The engine ECU 31 may also be disposed outside of the
outboard motor 3.

The remote controllers Sa and 56 have the same structure
as the remote controller 5 according to the first embodiment.
In other words, the remote controller 5a (56) may include
the remote control ECU (electronic control unit) 50, a lever
position sensor 51, and a PTT switch 52 as the control
structure, as shown in FIG. 7. The remote control ECU 50
is an example of the “second controller” in the present
invention. The remote control ECU 50 may also be disposed
outside of the remote controller 5.

The joystick 6 may include a stick position sensor X 61,
a stick position sensor Y (not shown), a stick position sensor
Z (not shown), a mode switch 64, and a joystick ECU 65 as
the control structure, as shown in FIG. 7. The joystick ECU
65 is an example of the “third controller” in the present
invention. The joystick ECU 60 may also be disposed
outside of the joystick 6.

The joystick ECU 65 includes a CPU 651, regulators 652,
653, and 654, a power supply circuit 655, a CAN I/F 656,
I/Fs 657 and 658, a driver 659, an I/F 660, a driver 661, an
I/F 662, photocouplers 663, 664, 665, and 666, drivers 667
and 668, CAN I/Fs 669, 670, 671, and 672, an I/F 673, a
driver 674, a photocoupler 675, an I/F 676, an I/F 677, a
driver 678, a photocoupler 679, and an I/F 680.

The outboard motors 3a and 35, the remote controllers 5a
and 55, and the joystick 6 are communicatively connected to
each other by CAN communication through the communi-
cation paths 9a and 95. Specifically, the remote controllers
5a and 5b (remote control ECUs 50) are connected to the
joystick 6 (joystick ECU 65) through the communication
paths 9a. The outboard motors 3a and 35 (engine ECUs 31)
are connected to the joystick 6 (joystick ECU 65) through
the communication paths 956. In other words, the remote
controllers 5a and 54, which are operating devices, are
communicatively connected to the outboard motors 3a and
3b, which are power sources, through the joystick 6 (joystick
ECU 65). In other words, the joystick 6 (joystick ECU 65)
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is arranged on the communication paths 9a and 94 to the
remote control ECUs 50 and the engine ECUs 31 (between
the communication paths 9a and 95). The communication
paths 94 and 95 accommodate CAN communication. In the
CAN communication, a signal is transmitted and received
by a differential voltage using two communication lines.

In an example of a circuit shown in FIG. 7, positive
potentials and negative (ground) potentials that are equal to
each other are represented by the same symbols. Specifi-
cally, potentials of about 12 V based on the potential of the
battery 10a, 105, or 10c that is about 12 V include four lines
(four types) of 12Va, 12Vb, 12Vc, and 12Vd. Potentials
reduced to about 5 V by each regulator include four lines
(four types) of 5Va, 5Vb, 5Vc, and 5Vd. Grounds connected
to a minus terminal of the battery 10a, 105, or 10¢ include
four lines (four types) of GND1, GND2, GND3, and GND4.
Potentials in portions shown by the same symbols in the
figure are substantially equal to each other.

The joystick 6 is provided to operate the outboard motors
3a and 3b. Specifically, the joystick 6 accepts an operation
of tilting a stick fore-and-aft and side-to-side and an opera-
tion of rotating the stick. In other words, the joystick 6
accepts an operation of translating the boat body 2 in a tilt
direction by the operation of tilting the stick. The joystick 6
accepts an operation of turning the boat body 2 in a rotation
direction by the operation of rotating the stick.

According to the second embodiment, the joystick ECU
65 accepts control signals from the remote control ECUs 50
of the remote controller 5¢ and 54 and generates control
signals transmitted to the engine ECUs 31 of the outboard
motors 3a and 35 on the basis of the accepted control
signals. The joystick ECU 65 generates control signals
transmitted to the engine ECUs 31 of the outboard motors 3a
and 35 on the basis of operation by the joystick 6. The
joystick ECU 65 accepts inputs of control signals from the
engine ECUs 31 and outputs the control signals to the
remote control ECUs 50.

According to the second embodiment, the joystick ECU
65 is capable of outputting different control signals to the
two outboard motors 3a and 35 in a second mode of
accepting operation by the joystick 6. In other words, the
joystick ECU 65 translates the boat body 2 fore-and-aft and
side-to-side and turns the boat body 2 by adjusting the
turning angles and the outputs of the two outboard motors 3a
and 35 on the basis of operation by the joystick 6.

The joystick ECU 65 is connected to the batteries 10a,
105, and 10c¢ such that electric power is conveyed to the
joystick ECU 65. Specifically, a positive potential connected
to a portion of the joystick ECU 65 including the CAN I/F
669 with respect to the photocouplers 663 and 664 is varied
from the potential of the battery 105 to 12Vc by the
impedance and the flowing current of an electric power line.
The supplied potential of 12Vc is reduced to 5Vc by the
regulator 653.

A positive potential connected to a portion of the joystick
ECU 65 including the CAN I/F 670 with respect to the
photocouplers 665 and 666 is varied from the potential of the
battery 10c¢ to 12Vd by the impedance and the flowing
current of an electric power line. The supplied potential of
12Vd is reduced to 5Vd by the regulator 654.

A positive potential connected to a portion of the joystick
ECU 65 including the CPU 651 with respect to the photo-
couplers 663 to 666 is varied from the potential of the
battery 10a to 12Vb by the impedance and the flowing
current of an electric power line. The supplied potential of
12VDb is reduced to 5Vb by the regulator 652.
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The CPU 651 is communicatively connected to the CAN
I/F 656, the I/F's 657 and 658, the driver 659, the I/F 660, the
driver 661, the I/F 662, the CAN I/Fs 671 and 672, the I/'F
673, the driver 674, the I/F 677, and the driver 678. The CPU
651 is connected to a potential of 5Vb and a potential of
GND2.

The power supply circuit 655 supplies electric power to
the stick position sensor X 61. The power supply circuit 655
is connected to a potential of 12Vb and a potential of GND2.
The CAN I/F 656 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 656 receives a
CAN signal from the indicator 7 through the hub 11 and
transmits a signal to the CPU 651. The CAN I/F 656 receives
a signal from the CPU 651 and transmits a CAN signal to the
indicator 7. The CAN I/F 656 is connected to a potential of
5Vb and a potential of GND2.

The I/F 657 receives a signal containing stick position
information from the stick position sensor X 61 and trans-
mits a signal to the CPU 651. The I/F 657 is connected to a
potential of 5Vb and a potential of GND2. The I/F 658
receives a signal from the mode switch 64 and transmits a
signal to the CPU 651. The I/F 658 is connected to a
potential of GND2.

The driver 659 receives a signal from the CPU 651 and
drives an optical converter 663a of the photocoupler 663.
The driver 659 is connected to a potential of 12Vb and a
potential of GND2. The I/F 660 receives a signal from an
electrical converter 6645 of the photocoupler 664 and trans-
mits a signal to the CPU 651. The I/F 660 is connected to a
potential of 5Vb.

The driver 661 receives a signal from the CPU 651 and
drives an optical converter 665a of the photocoupler 665.
The driver 661 is connected to a potential of 12Vb and a
potential of GND2. The I/F 662 receives a signal from an
electrical converter 6665 of the photocoupler 666 and trans-
mits a signal to the CPU 651. The I/F 662 is connected to a
potential of 5Vb.

The photocouplers 663, 664, 665, 666, 675, and 679 are
provided on the communication paths that connect the CPU
651 of the joystick ECU 65 and the engine ECUs 31 to
convey signals therebetween. In other words, the commu-
nication paths that connect the CPU 651 and the engine
ECUs 31 convey signals while the CPU 651 and the engine
ECUs 31 are electrically separated (insulated) from each
other by the photocouplers 663, 664, 665, 666, 675, and 679.
The photocouplers 663, 664, 665, 666, 675, and 679 include
optical converters 663a, 664a, 665a, 666a, 675a, and 679a
that convert electrical signals to optical signals and electrical
converters 663b, 664b, 665b, 6665, 6755, and 6795 that
convert optical signals to electrical signals, respectively.

The photocoupler 663 outputs a signal from the CPU 651
to the CAN I/F 669. Specifically, the optical converter 663a
converts an electrical signal output through the driver 659
from the CPU 651 to an optical signal. Then, the electrical
converter 6635 receives the optical signal output from the
optical converter 663a, converts the optical signal to an
electrical signal again, and outputs the electrical signal to the
CAN I/F 669. The optical converter 663a of the photocou-
pler 663 connected to the CPU 651 is grounded (connected)
to a potential of GND2. On the other hand, the electrical
converter 6635 of the photocoupler 663 connected to the
engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor 3a is grounded
(connected) to a potential of GND3.

The photocoupler 664 outputs a signal from the CAN I/F
669 to the CPU 651. Specifically, the optical converter 664a
converts an electrical signal output through the driver 667
from the CAN I/F 669 to an optical signal. Then, the
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electrical converter 6645 receives the optical signal output
from the optical converter 664a, converts the optical signal
to an electrical signal again, and outputs the electrical signal
to the CPU 651 through the I/F 660. The electrical converter
6645 of the photocoupler 664 connected to the CPU 651 is
grounded (connected) to a potential of GND2. On the other
hand, the optical converter 664a of the photocoupler 664
connected to the engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor 3a
is grounded (connected) to a potential of GND3.

The photocoupler 665 outputs a signal from the CPU 651
to the CAN I/F 670. Specifically, the optical converter 665a
converts an electrical signal output through the driver 661
from the CPU 651 to an optical signal. Then, the electrical
converter 6655 receives the optical signal output from the
optical converter 665a, converts the optical signal to an
electrical signal again, and outputs the electrical signal to the
CAN I/F 670. The optical converter 665a of the photocou-
pler 665 connected to the CPU 651 is grounded (connected)
to a potential of GND2. On the other hand, the electrical
converter 6655 of the photocoupler 665 connected to the
engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor 36 is grounded
(connected) to a potential of GNDA4.

The photocoupler 666 outputs a signal from the CAN I/F
670 to the CPU 651. Specifically, the optical converter 666a
converts an electrical signal output through the driver 668
from the CAN I/F 670 to an optical signal. Then, the
electrical converter 6665 receives the optical signal output
from the optical converter 666a, converts the optical signal
to an electrical signal again, and outputs the electrical signal
to the CPU 651 through the I/F 662. The electrical converter
6665 of the photocoupler 666 connected to the CPU 651 is
grounded (connected) to a potential of GND2. On the other
hand, the optical converter 666a of the photocoupler 666
connected to the engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor 35
is grounded (connected) to a potential of GNDA4.

Comparing the structure of the boat maneuvering system
200 shown in FIG. 7 and the structure of the boat maneu-
vering system 200a before addition of the joystick 6 shown
in FIG. 6, in the boat maneuvering system 200a shown in
FIG. 6, the battery 10a is added along with the joystick 6,
and hence mixing of power supplies or roundabout flow of
electric power may be disadvantageously generated. In the
boat maneuvering system 200 shown in FIG. 7, on the other
hand, the photocouplers of the joystick ECU 65 disconnects
electrical connection to prevent mixing of power supplies or
roundabout flow of electric power.

Specifically, the remote controller 5 and a portion of the
joystick 6 are connected to the battery 10a, and the outboard
motors 3a and 3b and a portion of the joystick 6 are
connected to the batteries 105 and 10c¢, the battery 10a and
the battery 105 or 10c¢ are not electrically connected to each
other, and in the joystick 6, a signal is delivered through the
photocouplers 663, 664, 665, 666, 675, and 679.

The driver 667 receives a signal from the CAN I/F 669
and drives the optical converter 664a of the photocoupler
664. The driver 667 is connected to a potential of 12Vc and
a potential of GND3. The driver 668 receives a signal from
the CAN I/F 670 and drives the optical converter 6664 of the
photocoupler 666. The driver 668 is connected to a potential
of 12Vd and a potential of GND4.

The CAN I/F 669 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 669 receives a
CAN signal from the engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor
3a and transmits a signal to the CPU 651. The CAN I/F 669
receives a signal from the CPU 651 and transmits a CAN
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signal to the engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor 3a. The
CAN I/F 669 is connected to a potential of 5Vc and a
potential of GND3.

The CAN I/F 670 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 670 receives a
CAN signal from the engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor
34 and transmits a signal to the CPU 651. The CAN I/F 670
receives a signal from the CPU 651 and transmits a CAN
signal to the engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor 36. The
CAN I/F 670 is connected to a potential of 5Vd and a
potential of GNDA4.

The CAN I/F 671 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 671 receives a
CAN signal from the remote control ECU 50 of the remote
controller 5a and transmits a signal to the CPU 651. The
CAN I/F 671 receives a signal from the CPU 651 and
transmits a CAN signal to the remote control ECU 50 of the
remote controller 5a. The CAN I/F 671 is connected to a
potential of 5Vb and a potential of GND2.

The CAN I/F 672 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 672 receives a
CAN signal from the remote control ECU 50 of the remote
controller 55 and transmits a signal to the CPU 651. The
CAN I/F 672 receives a signal from the CPU 651 and
transmits a CAN signal to the remote control ECU 50 of the
remote controller 56. The CAN I/F 672 is connected to a
potential of 5Vb and a potential of GND2.

The I/F 673 receives a start/stop signal for the outboard
motor 3a (engine 30) from the remote control ECU 50 of the
remote controller Sa and transmits a signal to the CPU 651.
The I/F 673 is connected to a potential of 12Vb and a
potential of GND2. The driver 674 receives a signal from the
CPU 651 and drives the optical converter 675a of the
photocoupler 675. The driver 674 is connected to a potential
of 12Vb and a potential of GND2.

The photocoupler 675 outputs a start/stop signal for the
outboard motor 3a (engine 30) from the CPU 651 to the I/F
676. Specifically, the optical converter 675a converts an
electrical signal output through the driver 674 from the CPU
651 to an optical signal. Then, the electrical converter 6755
receives the optical signal output from the optical converter
675a, converts the optical signal to an electrical signal again,
and outputs the electrical signal to the I/F 676. The optical
converter 675a of the photocoupler 675 connected to the
CPU 651 is grounded (connected) to a potential of GND2.
On the other hand, the electrical converter 6755 of the
photocoupler 675 connected to the engine ECU 31 of the
outboard motor 3a is grounded (connected) to a potential of
GND3.

The I/F 676 receives a signal from the electrical converter
6755 of the photocoupler 675 and transmits a signal to the
engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor 3a. The I/F 676 is
connected to a potential of 12Vc and a potential of GND3.

The I/F 677 receives a start/stop signal for the outboard
motor 35 (engine 30) from the remote control ECU 50 of the
remote controller 55 and transmits a signal to the CPU 651.
The I/F 677 is connected to a potential of 12Vb and a
potential of GND2. The driver 678 receives a signal from the
CPU 651 and drives the optical converter 679a of the
photocoupler 679. The driver 678 is connected to a potential
of 12Vb and a potential of GND2.

The photocoupler 679 outputs a start/stop signal for the
outboard motor 35 (engine 30) from the CPU 651 to the I/F
680. Specifically, the optical converter 679a converts an
electrical signal output through the driver 678 from the CPU
651 to an optical signal. Then, the electrical converter 6795
receives the optical signal output from the optical converter
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679a, converts the optical signal to an electrical signal again,
and outputs the electrical signal to the I/F 680. The optical
converter 679a of the photocoupler 679 connected to the
CPU 651 is grounded (connected) to a potential of GND2.
On the other hand, the electrical converter 6795 of the
photocoupler 679 connected to the engine ECU 31 of the
outboard motor 35 is grounded (connected) to a potential of
GNDA4.

The I/F 680 receives a signal from the electrical converter
6796 of the photocoupler 679 and transmits a signal to the
engine ECU 31 of the outboard motor 3b. The I/F 680 is
connected to a potential of 12Vd and a potential of GND4.

The batteries 10a, 105, and 10c¢ are provided on the boat
body 2, the outboard motor 3a, or the outboard motor 35.
The battery 10a supplies electric power to the remote
controllers 5a and 54 and the joystick 6. The battery 105
supplies electric power to the outboard motor 3a and the
joystick 6. The battery 10c¢ supplies electric power to the
outboard motor 36 and the joystick 6.

The remaining structure of the boat maneuvering system
200 according to the second embodiment is similar to that of
the boat maneuvering system 100 according to the afore-
mentioned first embodiment.

According to the second embodiment, the following
effects are obtained.

According to the second embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the joystick ECU 65 that accepts the control
signals from the remote control ECUs 50 and an operation
instruction input from the joystick 6 and generates the
control signals output to the engine ECUs 31 is provided on
the communication paths 9a and 95 between the engine
ECUs 31 and the remote control ECUs 50. Thus, even when
the joystick 6 is newly added to the existing boat maneu-
vering system 200q, the joystick ECU 65 relays the control
signals for operation of the outboard motors 3a and 36 by the
existing remote controllers 5¢ and 56 and enables the
operation of the outboard motors 3a and 36 by the existing
remote controllers 5a and 5b. The joystick ECU 65 gener-
ates the control signals for operation of the outboard motors
3a and 35 by the joystick 6 and enables the operation of the
outboard motors 3a and 35 by the joystick 6. Consequently,
a new operating device is easily added to the existing boat
maneuvering system 200a.

The remaining effects of the second embodiment are
similar to those of the aforementioned first embodiment.

Third Embodiment

A third embodiment of the present invention is now
described with reference to FIGS. 8 and 9. In this third
embodiment, no joystick is provided, unlike the aforemen-
tioned first and second embodiments in which the joystick is
provided. Portions similar to those of the boat maneuvering
system 100 according to the first embodiment are denoted by
the same reference numerals.

According to the third embodiment, a boat maneuvering
system 300 (see FIG. 9) is provided to maneuver a boat 1
shown in FIG. 8. The boat 1 is provided with a boat body 2,
an outboard motor 3 mounted on a rear portion of the boat
body 2, configured to propel the boat body 2, a steering
wheel 4 configured to steer the boat body 2 (turn the
outboard motor 3), a remote controller 5 configured to
operate the shift and output (throttle position) of the out-
board motor 3, an indicator 7, thrusters 8a and 85 provided
on front and rear portions (a bow and a stern) of the boat
body 2, respectively, communication paths 9a, 95, 9¢, and
9d that communicatively connect each device, and a com-
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munication interrupt ECU 12, as shown in FIG. 8. The boat
1 includes batteries 10a and 105, as shown in FIG. 9. The
outboard motor 3 is an example of the “first power source”
in the present invention, and the steering wheel 4 and the
remote controller 5 are examples of the “first operating
device” in the present invention. The thrusters 8a and 85 are
examples of the “second power source” in the present
invention.

A boat maneuvering system 100a before addition of the
thrusters 8a and 86 and the communication interrupt ECU
12 has the same structure as that in FIG. 2 according to the
first embodiment.

According to the third embodiment, the outboard motor 3,
the remote controller 5, the thrusters 8a and 84, and the
communication interrupt ECU 12 are communicatively con-
nected to each other through CAN communication by the
communication paths 9a to 9d. Specifically, the remote
controller 5 (remote control ECU 50) is connected to the
communication interrupt ECU 12 by the communication
path 94. The outboard motor 3 (engine ECU 31) is connected
to the communication interrupt ECU 12 by the communi-
cation path 95. The thrusters 8a and 85 (thruster ECUs 80)
are connected to the communication interrupt ECU 12 by the
communication paths 9¢ and 9d, respectively. In other
words, the remote controller 5, which is an operating device,
is communicatively connected to the outboard motor 3 and
the thrusters 8a and 85, which are power sources, through
the communication interrupt ECU 12. In other words, the
communication interrupt ECU 12 is arranged on the com-
munication paths 9a¢ and 95 to the remote control ECU 50
and the engine ECU 31 (between the communication paths
9a and 9b). The communication paths 9a to 94 accommo-
date CAN communication. In the CAN communication, a
signal is transmitted and received by a differential voltage
using two communication lines.

The communication interrupt ECU 12 includes a CPU
121, regulators 122 and 123, a CAN I/F 124, a driver 125,
an I/F 126, photocouplers 127 and 128, a CAN I/F 129, a
driver 130, CAN I/Fs 131 and 132, an I/F 133, a driver 134,
a photocoupler 135, and an I/F 136.

According to the third embodiment, the communication
interrupt ECU 12 accepts a control signal from the remote
control ECU 50 and generates control signals transmitted to
the engine ECU 31 and the thruster ECUs 80 on the basis of
the accepted control signal. The communication interrupt
ECU 12 accepts an input of a control signal from the engine
ECU 31 and outputs the control signal to the remote control
ECU 50.

The communication interrupt ECU 12 is connected to the
batteries 10a and 105 such that electric power is conveyed
to the communication interrupt ECU 12. Specifically, a
positive potential connected to a portion of the communi-
cation interrupt ECU 12 including the CAN I/F 129 with
respect to the photocouplers 127 and 128 is varied from the
potential of the battery 106 to 12Vb by the impedance and
the flowing current of an electric power line. A negative
(ground) potential connected to the portion of the commu-
nication interrupt ECU 12 including the CAN I/F 129 with
respect to the photocouplers 127 and 128 is varied from the
potential of the battery 105 to GND2 by the impedance and
the flowing current of an electric power line. The supplied
potential of 12Vb is reduced to 5Vb by the regulator 123.

A positive potential connected to a portion of the com-
munication interrupt ECU 12 including the CPU 121 with
respect to the photocouplers 127 and 128 is varied from the
potential of the battery 10a to 12Va by the impedance and
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the flowing current of an electric power line. The supplied
potential of 12Va is reduced to 5Va by the regulator 122.

The CPU 121 is communicatively connected to the CAN
I/F 124, the driver 125, the I/F 126, the CAN I/Fs 131 and
132, the I/F 133, and the driver 134. The CPU 121 is
connected to a potential of 5Va and a potential of GNDI1.

The CAN I/F 124 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 124 receives a
CAN signal from the indicator 7 through a hub 11 and
transmits a signal to the CPU 121. The CAN I/F 124 receives
a signal from the CPU 121 and transmits a CAN signal to the
indicator 7. The CAN I/F 124 is connected to a potential of
5Va and a potential of GNDI1.

The driver 125 receives a signal from the CPU 121 and
drives an optical converter 127a of the photocoupler 127.
The driver 125 is connected to a potential of 12Va and a
potential of GNDI1. The I/F 126 receives a signal from an
electrical converter 1285 of the photocoupler 128 and trans-
mits a signal to the CPU 121. The I/F 126 is connected to a
potential of 5Va.

The photocouplers 127, 128, and 135 are provided on the
communication path that connects the CPU 121 of the
communication interrupt ECU 12 and the engine ECU 31 to
convey a signal therebetween. In other words, the commu-
nication path that connects the CPU 121 and the engine ECU
31 conveys a signal while the CPU 121 and the engine ECU
31 are electrically separated (insulated) from each other by
the photocouplers 127, 128, and 135. The photocouplers
127, 128, and 135 include optical converters 127a, 128a,
and 135a that convert electrical signals to optical signals and
electrical converters 127b, 128b, and 1355 that convert
optical signals to electrical signals, respectively.

The photocoupler 127 outputs a signal from the CPU 121
to the CAN I/F 129. Specifically, the optical converter 127a
converts an electrical signal output through the driver 125
from the CPU 121 to an optical signal. Then, the electrical
converter 1275 receives the optical signal output from the
optical converter 127a, converts the optical signal to an
electrical signal again, and outputs the electrical signal to the
CAN I/F 129. The optical converter 127a of the photocou-
pler 127 connected to the CPU 121 is grounded (connected)
to a potential of GNDI1. On the other hand, the electrical
converter 1276 of the photocoupler 127 connected to the
engine ECU 31 is grounded (connected) to a potential of
GND2.

The photocoupler 128 outputs a signal from the CAN I/F
129 to the CPU 121. Specifically, the optical converter 128a
converts an electrical signal output through the driver 130
from the CAN I/F 129 to an optical signal. Then, the
electrical converter 1285 receives the optical signal output
from the optical converter 128a, converts the optical signal
to an electrical signal again, and outputs the electrical signal
to the CPU 121 through the I/F 126. The electrical converter
1286 of the photocoupler 128 connected to the CPU 121 is
grounded (connected) to a potential of GND1. On the other
hand, the optical converter 128a of the photocoupler 128
connected to the engine ECU 31 is grounded (connected) to
a potential of GND2.

The CAN I/F 129 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 129 receives a
CAN signal from the engine ECU 31 and transmits a signal
to the CPU 121. The CAN I/F 129 receives a signal from the
CPU 121 and transmits a CAN signal to the engine ECU 31.
The CAN I/F 129 is connected to a potential of 5Vb and a
potential of GND2.

The driver 130 receives a signal from the CAN I/F 129
and drives the optical converter 128a of the photocoupler
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128. The driver 130 is connected to a potential of 12Vb and
a potential of GND2. The CAN I/F 131 transmits and
receives a signal of CAN communication. In other words,
the CAN I/F 131 receives CAN signals from the thruster
ECUs 80 and transmits a signal to the CPU 121. The CAN
I/F 131 receives a signal from the CPU 121 and transmits
CAN signals to the thruster ECUs 80. The CAN I/F 131 is
connected to a potential of 5Va and a potential of GND1.
The CAN I/F 132 transmits and receives a signal of CAN
communication. In other words, the CAN I/F 132 receives a
CAN signal from the remote control ECU 50 and transmits
a signal to the CPU 121. The CAN I/F 132 receives a signal
from the CPU 121 and transmits a CAN signal to the remote
control ECU 50. The CAN I/F 132 is connected to a
potential of 5Va and a potential of GND1.

The I/F 133 receives a start/stop signal for the outboard
motor 3 (engine 30) from the remote control ECU 50 and
transmits a signal to the CPU 121. The I/F 133 is connected
to a potential of 12Va and a potential of GND1. The driver
134 receives a signal from the CPU 121 and drives the
optical converter 135a of the photocoupler 135. The driver
134 is connected to a potential of 12Va and a potential of
GND1.

The photocoupler 135 outputs a start/stop signal for the
outboard motor 3 (engine 30) from the CPU 121 to the I/F
136. Specifically, the optical converter 135a converts an
electrical signal output through the driver 134 from the CPU
121 to an optical signal. Then, the electrical converter 1355
receives the optical signal output from the optical converter
135a, converts the optical signal to an electrical signal again,
and outputs the electrical signal to the I/F 136. The optical
converter 135a of the photocoupler 135 connected to the
CPU 121 is grounded (connected) to a potential of GNDI1.
On the other hand, the electrical converter 1356 of the
photocoupler 135 connected to the engine ECU 31 is
grounded (connected) to a potential of GND2.

The I/F 136 receives a signal from the electrical converter
1354 of the photocoupler 135 and transmits a signal to the
engine ECU 31. The I/F 136 is connected to a potential of
12Vb and a potential of GND2.

The remaining structure of the boat maneuvering system
300 according to the third embodiment is similar to that of
the boat maneuvering system 100 according to the afore-
mentioned first embodiment.

According to the third embodiment, the following effects
are obtained.

According to the third embodiment, as hereinabove
described, the communication interrupt ECU 12 that accepts
the control signal from the remote control ECU 50 and
generates the control signal output to the engine ECU 31 and
the control signals output to the thrusters 8a and 86 are
provided on the communication paths 9a and 956 between the
engine ECU 31 and the remote control ECU 50. Thus, even
when the thrusters 8a and 85 are newly added to the existing
boat maneuvering system 100q, the communication inter-
rupt ECU 12 generates the control signal (relays the control
signal) on the basis of the control signal for operation of the
outboard motor 3 by an existing operating device and
enables the operation of the outboard motor 3 by the existing
operating device. The communication interrupt ECU 12
generates the control signals for operation of the thrusters 8a
and 84 and the outboard motor 3 by the operating devices
(the steering wheel 4 and the remote controller 5) and
enables the operation of the thrusters 8a and 85 and the
outboard motor 3 by the operating devices. Consequently, a
new power source is easily added to the existing boat
maneuvering system 100a.
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The remaining effects of the third embodiment are similar
to those of the aforementioned first embodiment.

The embodiments disclosed this time must be considered
as illustrative in all points and not restrictive. The range of
the present invention is shown not by the above description
of the embodiments but by the scope of claims for patent,
and all modifications within the meaning and range equiva-
lent to the scope of claims for patent are further included.

For example, while the steering wheel and the remote
controller are employed as the first operating device in each
of'the aforementioned first to third embodiments, the present
invention is not restricted to this. According to the present
invention, the first operating device may alternatively
include at least one of the steering wheel and the remote
controller, or another device other than the steering wheel
and the remote controller may alternatively be employed as
the first operating device.

While the outboard motor(s) including the engine(s) is
employed as the first power source in each of the aforemen-
tioned first to third embodiments, the present invention is not
restricted to this. According to the present invention, the first
power source may alternatively be a power source other than
the outboard motor(s) or an outboard motor including an
electric motor.

While the present invention is applied to the boat maneu-
vering system in which the single outboard motor (first
power source) is provided in each of the aforementioned first
and third embodiments and the present invention is applied
to the boat maneuvering system in which the two outboard
motors (power sources) are provided in the aforementioned
second embodiment, the present invention is not restricted to
this. The present invention may alternatively be applied to a
boat maneuvering system in which three or more power
sources are provided.

While the thrusters are employed as the second power
source in one of the aforementioned first and third embodi-
ments, the present invention is not restricted to this. Accord-
ing to the present invention, the second power source may
alternatively be a trolling motor or the outboard motor, for
example. One second power source or three or more second
power sources may alternatively be provided. Furthermore,
the two thrusters are configured to be turned, but one or both
of the two thrusters may alternatively be fixed without
having a turning function.

While the joystick is employed as the second operating
device in each of the aforementioned first and second
embodiments, the present invention is not restricted to this.
According to the present invention, a device other than the
joystick may alternatively be employed as the second oper-
ating device.

While the photocouplers are provided between the CPU
of the third controller and the first controller (engine ECU)
in each of the aforementioned first to third embodiments, the
present invention is not restricted to this. According to the
present invention, the CPU of the third controller and the
first controller may alternatively be communicatively con-
nected to each other without being electrically insulated
from each other by the photocouplers.

It should be understood, that the invention is not neces-
sarily limited to the specific process, arrangement, materials
and components shown and described above, but may be
susceptible to numerous variations within the scope of the
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A boat maneuvering system for maneuvering a boat,
comprising:

a first power source mountable on a body of the boat;
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a first controller, including a first central processing unit
(CPU), configured to control the first power source;
a first operating device configured to operate the first
power source;
a second controller, including a second CPU, configured
to receive a first operation instruction via the first
operating device, and to output a first control signal for
controlling the first power source;
a communication path that connects the first controller
and the second controller to convey a signal therebe-
tween;
a second power source provided separately from the first
power source;
a second operating device provided separately from the
first operating device for operating the first and second
power sources; and
a third controller, including a third CPU, provided on the
communication path connecting the first and second
controllers, the third controller being configured
to receive the first control signal from the second
controller, to generate a second control signal, and to
output the second control signal to the first control-
ler, and

to receive a second operation instruction via the second
operating device, to generate a third control signal,
and to output the third control signal to the second
power source.

2. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 1,
wherein the first operating device includes at least one of a
remote controller and a steering wheel.

3. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 1,
wherein

the second operating device includes a joystick, and

the third controller is configured to generate the second
and third control signals on the basis of operation by the
joystick.

4. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 1,
wherein the third controller is configured to receive a fourth
control signal from the first controller and to output the
fourth control signal to the second controller.

5. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 1,
wherein the third controller is configured to be inoperable by
the second operating device when the first operating device
is operated and the first control signal is output from the
second controller.

6. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 1,
wherein the third controller is configured to

switch an operation mode of the boat maneuvering system
between a first mode of operation by the first operating
device and a second mode of operation by the second
operating device, and

accept the operation by the second operating device only
when the second mode is selected.

7. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 6,

wherein

the first operating device includes a remote controller, and

the third controller is configured to switch the operation
mode from the first mode to the second mode when the
remote controller is at a neutral position.

8. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 6,
wherein the third controller is configured to switch the
operation mode from the second mode to the first mode
when the first operating device is operated in a forward
movement direction or a reverse movement direction while
the operation mode is the second mode.

9. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 6,
wherein
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the second control signal includes at least a start signal
and a stop signal for the first power source, and

the third controller is configured to output the stop signal
to the first controller when the first mode is switched to
the second mode.

10. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 9,
wherein the third controller is configured to output the start
signal to the first controller when the second mode is
switched to the first mode.

11. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 6,
wherein

the first power source includes a plurality of first power
sources,

the second control signal includes a plurality of different
second control signals, and

the third controller is configured to output the plurality of
second control signals to the plurality of first power
sources in the second mode.

12. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 11,

wherein

the first controller includes a plurality of first controllers,

each of the plurality of first power sources is provided
with one of the first controllers, and

the third controller is arranged on the communication path
between the plurality of first controllers and the second
controller.

13. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 1,
wherein the second power source includes at least one of a
thruster and a trolling motor.

14. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 1,
wherein

the first power source includes an engine,

the first operating device includes a drive-by-wire remote
controller and is configured to output at least an engine
start signal for the first power source, and

the third controller is configured to accept the engine start
signal from the first operating device and to output the
engine start signal to the first controller.

15. A boat maneuvering system for maneuvering a boat,

comprising:
a power source mountable on a body of the boat;
a first controller, including a first central processing unit
(CPU), configured to control the power source;
a first operating device configured to operate the power
source;
a second controller, including a second CPU, configured
to accept a first operation instruction and to output a
first control signal for controlling the first power
source;
a communication path that connects the first controller
and the second controller to convey a signal therebe-
tween;
a second operating device provided separately from the
first operating device for operating the power source;
and
a third controller, including a third CPU, that is provided
on the communication path, the third controller being
configured
to receive the first control signal from the second
controller, to generate a second control signal, and to
output the second control signal to the first control-
ler, and

to receive a second operation instruction via the second
operating device, to generate a third control signal,
and to output the third control signal to the first
controller.
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16. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 15,
wherein the first operating device includes at least one of a
remote controller and a steering wheel.

17. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 15,
wherein the second operating device includes a joystick.

18. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 15,
wherein the third controller is configured to receive a fourth
control signal from the first controller and to output the
fourth control signal to the second controller.

19. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 15,
wherein the third controller is configured to be inoperable by
the second operating device when the first operating device
is operated and the first control signal is output from the
second controller.

20. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 15,
wherein the third controller is configured to

switch an operation mode of the boat maneuvering system

between a first mode of operation by the first operating
device and a second mode of operation by the second
operating device, and

accept the operation by the second operating device only

when the second mode is selected.

21. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 20,
wherein

the first operating device includes a remote controller, and

the third controller is configured to switch the operation

mode from the first mode to the second mode when the
remote controller is at a neutral position.

22. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 20,
wherein the third controller is configured to switch the
operation mode from the second mode to the first mode
when the first operating device is operated in a forward
movement direction or a reverse movement direction while
the operation mode is the second mode.

23. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 20,
wherein

the power source includes a plurality of power sources,

the second control signal includes a plurality of different

second control signals, and

the third controller is configured to output the plurality of

second control signals to the plurality of power sources
in the second mode.

24. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 23,
wherein
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the first controller includes a plurality of first controllers,

each of the plurality of power sources is provided with
one of the first controllers, and

the third controller is arranged on the communication path
between the plurality of first controllers and the second
controller.

25. A boat maneuvering system for maneuvering a boat,

comprising:

a first power source mountable on a body of the boat;

a first controller, including a first central processing unit
(CPU), configured to control the first power source;
an operating device configured to operate the first power

source;
a second controller, including a second CPU, configured
to receive a first operation instruction via the operating
device and to output a first control signal for controlling
the first power source;
a communication path that connects the first controller
and the second controller to convey a signal therebe-
tween;
a second power source provided separately from the first
power source; and
a third controller, including a third CPU, provided on the
communication path, the third controller being config-
ured
to accept the first control signal from the second
controller,

to generate a second control signal, and to output the
second control signal to the first controller, and

to generate a third control signal, and to output the third
control signal to the second power source.

26. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 25,
wherein the second power source includes at least one of a
thruster and a trolling motor.

27. The boat maneuvering system according to claim 25,
wherein

the first power source includes an engine,

the operating device includes a drive-by-wire remote
controller and is configured to output at least an engine
start signal for the first power source, and

the third controller is configured to receive the engine
start signal from the operating device, and to output the
engine start signal to the first controller.
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